Introduction to The Road to Tunis

Thank you for downloading this document which explains the aims and purposes of creating the online resource: www.theroadtotunis.com. 

The Road to Tunis was created after the Geneva phase of the World Summit on the Information Society to complement the efforts of the TakingITGlobal and YCDO teams in facilitating the Youth Caucus at the second phase of the Summit in 2005. The Youth Caucus was very successful in many ways in the Geneva phase of the Summit and now there is much attention towards what we will do in the next two years in the run up to the Tunis phase in November, 2005. However, there is much belief that the Youth Caucus could have been bigger and even more successful and organized, therefore theroadtotunis.com was created to ensure that all of the relevant information reaches the Caucus, and that the Youth Caucus receives more fellowships and organisational advice.

This will be done in three parts:

1) Information dissemination. Information and knowledge means empowerment in the Information Society. Team members will collect and post all relevant information (amongst others from the ITU Secretariat and the Tunisian Government) to the website. To complement this, the same information that is posted to the website will be distributed using a mailing list system and via the TakingITGlobal [wsisyouth] mailing list to ensure maximum information distribution.

2) Youth fellowships. Unfortunately, another major factor in today’s Information Society is money; the more money that is made available the bigger the Youth Caucus will be. The Road to Tunis will contact a wider array of potential commercial and private sector supporters to spread word of our cause and to offer them a chance to channel important funding into fellowships for the Youth Caucus to attend the preparatory meetings and the Summit itself.

3) Organisational information. The third section of the website will ensure that practical information such as information regarding accommodation, transport, visas etc. is posted with plenty of time. If successful, this will ensure that the Youth Caucus has a smoother ride on the road to Tunis and at the Summit. Unfortunately, we lost several important members of the Caucus in Geneva due to unnecessary bureaucracy involving visas. The more practical information available, the easier it will be to maintain all-important active roles and high group morale.

The success of the above three points relies upon group input and hard work. The team as a whole is the most important thing, and we all must work together to ensure that the above three points are reached. We already have a great Tunisian team on the ground in Tunis, which will be a big help towards dissemination of information from the Tunisian government and building up of the practical information which will be a help to the whole Caucus over the next two years.

I hope this document clears up any issues which may have been to concern to you. 

